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Gentlemen, 

This  year’s  report  is  to  be  a  Survey  Report,  including  not  only  the 
usual  details  and  statistics  for  the  year  under  review,  but  also  any  changes 
in  the  Public  Health  Services  during  the  past  five  years.  Practically  the 
only  changes  are  at  Jesson,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary,  where  a  large 
holiday  camp  has  been  established  and  a  number  of  small  bungalows  built 
and  at  Dymchureh.  Dymchurch  has  grown  greatly  during  the  past  five 
years  and  a  great  many  new  houses  and  bungalows  have  been  built,  but 
these  are  mostly  for  visitors  and  not  for  the  resident  working  classes.  A 
great  number  of  day  trippers  from  all  over  Kent  come  during  the  summer 
months. 

There  is  still  a  shortage  of  houses  for  the  working  classes  and  I  con¬ 
sider  about  30  are  urgently  required. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  29,560  acres.  The  population  according 
to  the  census  of  1921  was  3,158,  and  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General 
on  30th  June  1925  it  was  3,134. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character. 

Romney  Marsh  is  a  flat  area  in  the  South  of  Kent,  and  extending 
geographically  into  Sussex,  from  Hythe  in  the  East  to  Rye  in  the  West. 
Our  administrative  area  comprises  the  Eastern  two  thirds  of  this.  It  is 
mostly  land  which  has  been  reclaimed  from  the  sea  centuries  ago,  and  the 
soil  consists  of  soft  loam  with  a  sandy  subsoil.  The  drainage  is  carried 
out  by  a  series  of  dykes,  or  sewers  as  they  are  called  locally,  and  this 
department  is  administered  by  special  bodies,  called  Commissioners  of 
Levels,  who  have  also  the  care  and  maintenance  of  the  Sea  Wall,  under 
their  charge.  The  soil  is  very  fertile. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  1921  was  705,  the  number  of 
families,  or  separate  occupiers  in  the  same  year  was  717. 

The  Rateable  value  for  the  year  under  review  was  £37,021  atid  the 
sum  represented  by  the  rate  of  Id.  in  the  £  on  the  Poor  Rate  assessable 
value  came  to  £70. 

The  chief  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  farming,  80  per  cent,  of 
which  is  sheep  breeding,  and  the  remaining  20  per  cent,  general  mixed 
farming. 

Dymchurch  now  being  a  popular  Summer  resort,  it  gets  overcrowded 
by  visitors,  who  occupy  a  considerable  portion  of  the  accommodation  of 
the  regular  residents,  but  there  is  a  considerable  number  of  new  bungalows 
and  smaller  houses  in  course  of  construction,  and  this  I  hope  will  tend  to 
reduce  overcrowding  in  the  Summer. 

In  this  particular  Village  the  livelihood  of  the  inhabitants  is 
augmented  by  Summer  letting.  The  whole  district  is  very  healthy. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males 

Females 

Total 

24 

22  = 

46 

3 

4  = 

7 

27 

26  = 

53 

This  gives  a  birth  rate  of  16.91  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 
for  the  year.  The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  18.3  of  the  total 
population. 

Deaths.  Males  Females  Total 

18  17  =  35 


This  gives  a  death  rate  of  11.16  per  1000  living  persons.  The  death 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12.2  per  1,000  of  the  total  population. 

There  were  no  deaths  during,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age — 1  male  and  1  female,  both 
legitimate  children. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages),  Whooping  Cough 
(all  ages).  There  were  5  deaths  from  Influenza,  2  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  4  from  Cancer.  There  was  no  unusual,  or  excessive 
mortality,  except  in  the  case  of  Influenza. 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


* 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

2 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

0 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

4 

0 

4 

Erysipelas 

0 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

2 

2 

Dysentery 

4 

0 

4 

No  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Small  pox,  Diphtheria,  or 
Puerperal  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year. 

I  visited  the  homes  of  the  two  patients  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever, 
but  in  both  cases  the  parents  refused  to  let  them  be  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 

The  first  two  cases  of  Dysentery  occured  at  Pear  Tree  Farm, 
Dymchurch,  in  April,  1925.  The  tenant  engaged  in  dairy  farming  in  a 
very  small  way  and  retailed  the  milk  himself.  Two  of  his  children  were 
proved  by  bacteriological  examination  to  be  suffering  from  Dysentery 
(bacillus  dysenteriey  flexner)  and  as  soon  as  this  was  established  I  put  an 
embargo  on  the  sale  of  milk  from  the  farm  until  further  bacteriological 
evidence  proved  the  infections  had  disappeared.  At  the  end  of  September 
I  receiver!  information  that  two  children  (visitors)  living  in  a  bungalow  on 
the  Hythe  Road,  were  suffering  from  Dysentery,  proved  bacteriologically 
to  be  caused  by  the  same  bacteria.  These  visitors  obtained  their  milk 
from  the  same  farm  and  I  at  once  put  an  embargo  on  the  sale  of  milk 
from  this  farm.  Dr.  Ponder,  the  County  Bacteriologist  came  down  and 
investigated  the  outbreak  but  we  were  unable  to  determine  how  the 
original  infection  came  into  the  district.  Further  bacteriological  exam¬ 
inations  were  made  of  likely  carriers  at  the  farm  but  those  proved  negative 
and  I  released  the  embargo  on  the  sale  of  milk  again.  No  further  cases 
have  so  far  occurred. 


The  premises  of  the  farm  are  old,  but  the  tenant  takes  all  the 
precaution  he  can,  and  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  advise  you  to 
condemn  them. 

A  mild  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  occurred  in  1924,  but  no 
injury  to  vision  was  sustained. 

There  was  no  special  cause  of  sickness  or  invalidity  during  the  year, 
nor  much  during  the  past  five  years,  except  Pneumonia,  of  which  there 
were  5  in  1922  ;  4  in  1923  ;  15  in  1924  ;  and  4  in  1925. 

A  child  suffered  from  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  in  1924,  but  has  made 
a  very  good  recovery  and  intellect  is  not  impaired. 

There  is  no  occupation  which  is  prejudicial  to  health.  There  is  a 
little  overcrowding  owing  to  shortage  of  houses. 

There  is  very  little  real  poverty.  The  Out  Door  Poor  Relief  for 
the  year  amounted  to  £8  per  week. 

There  is  no  special  hospital  in  the  district  for  the  treatment  of 
Tuberculosis.  Patients  suffering  from  this  disease  can  be  sent  bv  their 
own  doctors  to  see  one  of  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officers  either  at 
Ashford,  or  Folkestone,  or  if  the  patient’s  condition  prevents  him 
travelling  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  will  visit  the  patient’s  home  and  if 
considered  a  suitable  case  will  arrange  for  Sanatorium  treatment.  This 
service  is  administered  by  the  County  M.O.H,  We  have  no  special 
hospital  for  Maternity  Cases  and  Children,  other  than  the  Poor  Law 
Infirmary. 

As  regards  ordinary  infectious  diseases  such  as  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Dipththeria  and  certain  others,  the  Council  has  an  Isolation  hospital 
consisting  of  12  beds  atid  situated  near  the  town  of  New  Romney.  The 
Council  has  also  a  Special  hospital  for  Small  Pox  consisting  of  12  beds 
and  situate  near  to  the  other  hospital.  The  Town  Council  of  New 
Romney  has  an  arrangement  with  the  Rural  District  Council  for  the 
admission  of  cases  from  the  Borough  to  the  Isolation  hospitals  when 
necessary. 

There  is  a  special  ambulance  for  removing  infectious  cases. 

There  is  no  Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  children,  infants,  and  homeless  children  other  than  the  Poor 
Law  Infirmary. 

We  have  no  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres,  Day  Nurseries, 
School  Clinics,  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  or  Treatment  Centres  for 
Venereal  Diseases  locally.  The  nearest  Venereal  Clinics  are  at  Ashford 
and  Folkestone. 

The  nearest  general  hospitals  are  at  Ashford  and  Folkestone. 
Most  of  our  cases  go  to  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Folkestone.  The 
general  hospitals  are  supported  by  Voluntary  contributions  and  our 
district  contributes  very  well  towards  their  upkeep  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  cases  sent. 

There  is  still  a  delay  in  getting  non-urgent  cases  into  hospital 
owing  to  the  shortage  of  beds  and  there  has  been  no  improvement  in  this 
respect  during  the  past  five  years. 


There  is  no  special  ambulance  for  removing  patients  to  the  general 
hospitals,  but  very  comfortable  and  large  Motor  Cars  are  available 
locally.  While  a  special  ambulance  would  undoubtedly  be  an  advantage  I 
do  not  consider  it  would  warrant  the  expense. 

The  Public  Health  Officers  are  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who 
is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Rural  District  of  Romney  Marsh, 
and  the  Medical  Officer  to  the  Isolation  Hospitals.  He  also  engages  in 
private  practice.  There  is  one  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  also  the  Relieving 
Officer.  A  contribution  towards  their  Salaries  is  received  from  the 
Imperial  Exchequer. 

There  is  no  District  Nurse,  or  Midwife  in  the  district.  Private 
Nurses  can  be  obtained  from  the  neighbouring  towns.  Any  chemical 
work  required  is  done  by  the  County  Analyst. 

Legislation  in  Force. 

There  have  bqen  no  local  or  Adoptive  Acts  come  into  Force  during 
the  past  year. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply — 

In  most  of  the  district  the  water  supply  consists  of  sub-soil  wells* 
and  rain  water  caught  in  tanks. 

At  Jesson,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary,  the  supply  is  from  the 
Littlestone  Water  Company’s  mains. 

As  regards  Dymchurch,  which  is  by  far  the  largest  village  in  the 
district  and  which  has  been  in  need  of  a  good  water  supply  for  many  years, 
the  Council  is  now  going  to  lay  mains  and  purchase  the  water  from  the 
Littlestone  Water  Co.  by  meter. 

They  have  prepared  a  scheme  and  applied  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
for  sanction  to  raise  the  necessary  loan,  and  after  considerable  delay  this 
sanction  has  been  received  and  the  contract  will  be  completed. 

I  might  add  that  the  water  as  supplied  by  the  Littlestone  Water 
Company  comes  from  shallow  wells  on  Dungeness  beach  and  is  of  most 
excellent  quality  and  is  soft. 

There  are  no  rivers  or  streams  in  the  district. 

A  nuisance  was  caused  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Martins  by  the  discharge 
into  a  ditch  of  wood  tar  from  a  builder’s  yard  situate  in  the  Borough  of 
New  Romney  and  steps  were  taken  to  stop  the  nuisance  which  was  abated 
for  the  time,  but  again  recurred.  The  Town  Council  of  New  Romney 
has  again  issued  a  Statutory  notice  on  the  owners  of  the  yard  to  abate 
and  prevent  the  nuisance  from  recurring. 

Drainage  — 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  system  of  drainage  in  the  past 
5  years. 

The  houses  in  the  Marsh  generally  have  cesspools,  privies  or 
earth  closets. 

Dymchurch  has  a  good  drain,  extending  from  the  School  to  the 
west  end  of  the  Village,  where  it  discharges  into  a  Sluice  at  low  water. 

There  are  130  houses  connected  with  this  drain.  All  the  new 
houses  and  bungal  ows  have  their  own  cesspools. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Owing  to  the  unfortunate  death  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the 
District  recently,  I  have  experienced  certain  difficulty  in  preparing  the 
following  Statistics,  and  there  can  be  no  special  report  of  that  Official 
attached  hereto.  Under  these  circumstances  I  am  incorporating  what 
should  be  his  report  in  mine. 

There  has  been  no  nuisance  caused  bj7  smoke. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  in  respect  of  houses  let  in  lodgings, 
offensive  trades,  &c. 

As  there  is  no  hop  growing,  there  has  been  no  need  for  action  with 
regard  to  hop  pickers,  and  there  are  no  underground  sleeping  rooms. 

The  Sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  the  Schools  comes  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  County  M.O.H. 


Housing— 

There  is  a  shortage  of  small  houses  and  cottages,  and  at  least  30  are 
urgently  needed,  and  these  for  the  resident  working  classes. 

The  granting  of  housing  subsidies  is  helping  in  this  direction. 

There  is  really  very  little  overcrowding  and  what  there  is  is  caused 
by  the  shortage  of  small  houses.  There  is  no  immediate  need  for  action 
to  abate  over-crowding 

Considering  the  great  age  of  some  of  the  properties  the  general 
standard  of  housing  is  good,  and  very  few  defects  exist,  except  in  the 
very  old  houses,  many  of  which  I  will  recommend  you  to  condemn 
immediately  new  accommodation  is  avadable.  I  hesitate  to  suggest  that 
landlords  should  spend  large  sums  of  money  on  this  type  of  property  and 
[  find  them  willing  to  do  all  that  is  necessary  to  keep  them  in  reasonable 
habitable  repair. 

In  my  experience  many  of  the  defects  are  due  to  carelessness  on 
the  part  of  the  tenant. 

I  am  dealing  with  the  question  of  unfit  houses  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  and  Housing  Act  in  the  Statistics. 

There  are  no  unhealthy  areas.  Although  in  former  days  Malaria 
was  very  prevalent,  it  has  now  died  out  and  there  have  been  no  cases 
notified  in  the  past  5  years. 

The  Bye-Laws  relating  to  houses,  tents,  vans,  sheds,  &c.  are  in  force 
and  there  is  no  need  for  any  new  ones  or  revision  of  existing  ones. 

The  health  of  the  district  is  remarkably  good. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 


Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  b) 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 


1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection — (l)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts) 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  or 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ... 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  services  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ... 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

0)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  -Orders  became  operative  in 
pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defect 
to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices: — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners 


C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15,  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view 

to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  2 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 

I  consider  the  milk  supply  to  be  of  pure  and  wholesome  character. 
No  action  has  been  necessary  as  regards  Tuberculous  cattle  or  milk.  No 
licenses  have  been  granted  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order, 
1923  and  there  has  been  no  refusal  of  registration. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  made  inspections  of  all  registered 
and  licensed  slaughter  houses  and  has  found  no  cause  for  complaint. 
There  has  been  no  disease  in  meat,  or  arrangement  necessary  for  disposal 
of  condemned  meat. 


Registered  Slaughter  Houses 
Licensed  Slaughter  Houses 


1920  Jan.  1925  Dec.  1925 
3  4  4 

nil  nil  1 


no.  in 

no.  of  visits 

no.  of  defects 

no.  of  defects 

district. 

in  1925. 

found. 

remedied. 

Bakehouses 

3 

10 

.  2 

2 

Dairies  ) 

Cowsheds  f 

29 

31 

5 

3 

Milk  shops  j 
Slaughter  houses 

4 

5 

nil 

nil 

Nuisances  foutid  or  reported. 


Overcrowding 

No.  investigated. 

1 

No.  abated. 

1 

Offensive  Trades 

nil 

nil 

Keeping  Animals 

nil 

nil 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

7 

7 

Drainage  investigated 

16 

9 

Number  of  Houses  Disinfected 

6 

Approximate  number  of  houses  containing  each  type  of  sanitary 
convenience. 

W.c’s  into  drainage  system  130  W.c’s  into  cesspools  168 

Earth  closets  or  privy  middens  66  Pail  closets  484 

No.  of  premises  not  connected  to  Public  water  supply  796 

Notices  served :  Statutory  16  Informal  22 

Total  number  of  all  kinds  of  visits  paid  by  the  Inspector  during 
the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  117 


«  «  « 


No  unsound  food  has  been  reported,  and  the  Sanitary  condition  of 
bake-houses  and  other  places  where  food  is  made  is  good.  There  has 
been  no  food  poisons. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Clerk  for  his 
kind  assistance,  not  only  in  preparing  this  report,  but  also  in  numerous 
other  matters. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Arnold  McMillan. 


29th  April,  1926. 


S.  PAINE  4  CO..  HYTHE 


